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Fir avention Week Pancake
Mm-‘r-‘-i;i-' Sunday, October 4, 2015

8am to noon

Halloween Safety Tips
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™ Halloween is a fun and spooOOooky time of year for kids. Make trick-or-treating safe for your
litle monsters with a few easy safety tips.

e As bad as it may sound, go on the internet and check your local state website for sex offenders.
Almost every state has one, just do a search for your state sex offender site. Look up your zip code
and it should have a list of registered offenders in your area that includes street addresses. Make sure
that your kids stay away from these houses!

e Know the route your kids will be taking if you aren't going with them. Let them know that they are to
check in with you every hour, by phone or by stopping back at home. Make sure that they know not to
deviate from the planned route so that you always know where they will be.

e Trick or treating isn't what it used to be. It is best to make sure that an adult is going with them. If you
can't take them yourself, see if another parent you know can go with them.

e Help your young child pick out or make a costume that will be safe. Make sure that it's fire proof or
treated with fire retardant. If they are wearing a mask of any kind, make sure that the eye holes are
large enough for good peripheral vision.

e Know what other activities a child may be attending, such as parties, school or mall functions. If they
are going to be at a friends home, get the phone number and make sure that you've met the parents.

e Make sure you set a time that your kids should be home by. Make sure they know how important it is
for them to be home on time or to call immediately if something happens and they are going to be
delayed.

e Explain to kids of all ages the difference between tricks
and vandalism. Throwing eggs at a house may seem
funny but they need to know the other side of the coin as
well, that clean up and damages can ruin Halloween for
everyone. If they are caught vandalizing, make them
clean up the mess they've made.

e Teach your kids about not getting into strangers cars or
talking to strangers, no matter what the person says to
them. Explain to them as simply as you can that some
adults are bad and want to hurt children, that they should
never go into a house that they don't know, get into a car
or go anywhere with a stranger. Also, tell them what to do
should this happen, to scream as loud as they can to
draw attention and to run away as fast as they can to
someplace safe.
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