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October 8-14 is Fire Prevention Week

Minooka Fire District is teaming up with the National Fire Protection Association® (NFPA®) — the official sponsor
of Fire Prevention WeekTM (FPW) for more than 100 years — to promote this year’s FPW campaign, “Cooking
safety starts with YOU. Pay attention to fire preventionTM.” The campaign works to educate everyone about
simple but important actions they can take when cooking to keep themselves and those around them safe.
According to NFPA, cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home fire injuries in the United States.
Unattended cooking is the leading cause of cooking fires and deaths.
“Year after year, cooking remains the leading cause of home fires by far, accounting for half (49 percent) of all
U.S. home fires,” said Lorraine Carli, vice president of outreach and advocacy at NFPA. “These numbers tell us
that there is still much work to do when it comes to better educating the public about ways to stay safe when
cooking.”
The Minooka Fire District encourages all residents to embrace the 2023 Fire Prevention Week theme, “Cooking
safety start with YOU,” said (your name, title). “A cooking fire can grow quickly. | have seen many homes damaged
and people injured by fires that could easily have been prevented.”
(Your town/city) Fire Department offers these key safety tips to help reduce the risk of a cooking fire.
1.Watch what you heat. Always keep a close eye on what you are cooking. Set a timer to remind you that you are
cooking.
2.Turn pot handles toward the back of the stove. Always keep a lid nearby when cooking. If a small grease fire
starts, slide the lid over the pan and turn off the burner.
3.Have a “kid- and pet-free zone” of at least 3 feet (1 meter) around the stove or grill and anywhere else hot
food or drink is prepared or carried.
The Minooka Fire District is hosting an Open House in support of this year's FPW campaignh on October 11, 5p-
7:30p. For more general information about Fire Prevention Week and cooking safety, visit www.fpw.org. For fire
safety fun for kids, visit sparky.org.

Cooking safety ) ...
starts with YOU. 2%, ™

Pay attention to fire prevention.:
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House

e SCOUT BADGE OPPORTUNITIES
* FUN FOR ALL AGES

e TOUCH-A-TRUCK

* MUSIC, FOOD, AND MORE!
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As bad as it may sound, go on the internet and check your local state website for sex offenders. Almost
every state has one, just do a search for your state sex offender site. Look up your zip code and it should
have a list of registered offenders in your area that includes street addresses. Make sure that your kids stay
away from these houses!

Know the route your kids will be taking if you aren't going with them. Let them know that they are to check
in with you every hour, by phone or by stopping back at home. Make sure that they know not to deviate
from the planned route so that you always know where they will be.

Trick or treating isn't what it used to be. It is best to make sure that an adult is going with them. If you can't
take them yourself, see if another parent you know can go with them.

Help your young child pick out or make a costume that will be safe. Make sure that it's fire proof or treated
with fire retardant. If they are wearing a mask of any kind, make sure that the eye holes are large enough for
good peripheral vision.

Know what other activities a child may be attending, such as parties, school or mall functions. If they are
going to be at a friends home, get the phone number and make sure that you've met the parents.

Make sure you set a time that your kids should be home by. Make sure they know how important it is for
them to be home on time or to call immediately if something happens and they are going to be delayed.
Explain to kids of all ages the difference between tricks and vandalism. Throwing eggs at a house may seem
funny but they need to know the other side of the coin as well, that clean up and damages can ruin
Halloween for everyone. If they are caught vandalizing, make them clean up the mess they've made.

Teach your kids about not getting into strangers cars or talking to strangers, no matter what the person
says to them. Explain to them as simply as you can that some adults are bad and want to hurt children, that
they should never go into a house that they don't know, get into a car or go anywhere with a stranger. Also,
tell them what to do should this happen, to scream as loud as they can to draw attention and to run away
as fast as they can to someplace safe.




Did you know?
‘Thanksgiving is the leading
. day of the year for home
il fires involving cooking
equipment.

The kitchen is the heart of the home, especially at Thanksgiving. Kids love to be involved in
holiday preparations. Safety in the kitchen is important, especially on Thanksgiving Day when
there is a lot of activity and people at home.
Here are a few safety tips:
Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking on the stovetop so you can keep an eye on the
food.
Stay in the home when cocking your turkey and check on it frequently.
Keep children away from the stove. The stove will be hot and kids should stay 3 feet away.
Make sure kids stay away from hot food and liquids. The steam or splash from vegetables,
gravy or coffee could cause serious burns.
Keep the floor clear so you don’t trip over kids, toys, pocketbooks or bags.
Keep knives out of the reach of children.
Be sure electric cords from an electric knife, coffee maker, plate warmer or mixer are not
dangling off the counter within easy reach of a child.
Keep matches and utility lighters out of the reach of children — up high in a locked cabinet.
Never leave children alone in room with a lit candle. « Make sure your smoke alarms are
working. Test them by pushing the test button.




Candle Safety

Candles may be pretty to look at but they are a cause of home fires — and home fire
deaths. Remember, a candle is an open flame, which means that it can easily ignite
anything that can burn.

“CANDLE WITH CARE"
» Blow out all candles when you leave the room or go to bed. Avoid the use of candles in
the bedroom and other areas where people may fall asleep.
» Keep candles at least 1 foot (30 centimetres) away fram anything that can burn.

IF YOU DO BURN CANDLES, make sure that you...

» Use candle holders that are sturdy, and won't tip over easily.

« Put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered surface. Think about

» Light candles carefully. Keep your hair and any loose clothing away from the flame. using flameless

» Don't burn a candle all the way down — put it out before it gets too close to the holder
or container.

» Never use a candle if oxygen is used in the home.

« Have flashlights and battery-powered lighting ready to use during a power outage. and smell like
Never use candles. real candles.

candles in your
home. They look

Candles and Kids--Never leave a child alone in a room with a burning candle. Keep
matches and lighters up high and out of children’s reach, in a locked cabinet.

Religious Candle Safety

Lit candles are used in religious services, in places of worship, and in the
home. Whether you are using one candle or more, make sure you take a few
moments to learn about using candles safely.
+* Candles should be placed in a sturdy candle holder,
» Handheld candles should not be passed from one person to another at any
time.
= When lighting candles at a candle lighting service, have the person with the
unlit candle dip their candle into the flame of the lit candle.
» Lit candles should not be placed in windows where a blind or curtain could
catch fire.
-« Candles placed on, or near tables, altars, or shrines, must be watched by an
adult.
« [f a candle must burn continuously, be sure it is enclosed in a glass
container and placed in a sink, on a metal tray, or in a deep basin filled with
water
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It’s not too early to preparing for the heating season.
Check these 10 tips off your list and get ahead of the winter freeze.

~J Our furnace has been inspected and serviced by a qualified professional during the last
12 months. (A furnace should be serviced at least once a year)

~J Our chimneys and vents have been cleaned and inspected by a qualified professional.
| have checked for creosote built-up. (Not cleaning your chimney is the leading cause of
chimney fires from built up creosote. This service needs to be done at least once a year)

~J Our wood for our fireplace or wood stove is dry, seasoned wood.

"1 Our fireplace screen is metal or heat-tempered glass, in good condition and secure in
its position in front of the fireplace.

~J We have a covered metal container ready to use to dispose cooled ashes. (The ash
container should be kept at least 10 feet from the home and any nearby buildings.)

“J Our children know to stay at least 3 feet away from the fireplace, wood/pellet stove,
oil stove or other space heaters.

") Our portable space heaters have an automatic shut-off.

~J Our portable space heaters will be plugged directly into an outlet (not an extension
cord) and placed at least three feet from anything that can burn; like bedding, paper,
walls, and even people. (Place notes throughout your home to remind you to turn off
portable heaters when you leave a room or go to bed.)

~J We have tested our smoke alarms and made
sure they are working. (You need smoke alarms
on every level of the home, inside each sleeping
room and outside each separate sleeping area.
For the best protection, the smoke alarms should
be interconnected so when one sounds, they
all sound.)

"] We have tested our carbon monoxide alarms
and made sure they are working. (Carbon
monoxide alarms should be located outside each bk
sleeping area and on every level of the home.) S
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Your Source for SAFETY Information

NFPA Public Education Division » 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169 www.minookafire.com
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